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Dear Parents/Guardians

Welcome back! The sun has really
been shining on our first week back at
school and it's been a wonderful start to
what I'm sure will be an exciting and
productive year.

This week the children were treated to a
musical presentation from Rock Steady
where they were able to experience live
music from a variety of instruments.
Unfortunately, 1 was in a meeting —
otherwise, | definitely would have asked
for a go on the electric guitar!

You will today also receive a letter from
me about Reinforced autoclaved
aerated concrete (RAAC). You will have
seen a lot of media reports about this,
and | would like to reassure you that at
this point, we only have inconclusive
results and the Diocese have assured
us they think it is highly unlikely that we
have RAAC In Key Stage 1. However,
as safety is our top priority, we have
decided to temporarily close off the
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potentially affected areas until a full and
complete survey can be completed. |
would like to apologise in advance for
the inconvenience and disruption this
may cause you and your children, but |
am sure you will agree that it is better to
be safe than sorry.

Of course, | will keep you informed as
the situation develops.

Finally, | would like to remind you about
the importance of being in school every
day. With Covid and teacher strikes,
children have missed an awful lot of
school and we need to start this year as
we mean to go on with every child in
every day!

Next week, we will start publishing our
attendance figures again in the
newsletter so let’'s see if we can have
every class at 98% or better!

Have a lovely weekend,
Mr Stitcher
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School Meals

School meals must be paid for in advance via School Spider, at a
cost of £2.35 per meal.

If you believe you may be entitled to free school meals, due to your
financial circumstances, please ensure you apply as soon as
possible.
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-
meals

Parents will continue to be able to book their child’s meal on a
termly basis, which allows your child their choice of meals. If a
meal is not pre-booked your child will be receive the Kitchen
Choice for the day.

m Headteacher: Mr D Stitcher BA (Hons), PGCE (Dist.), NPQH
b
St James’ Blackburn Deputy Headteacher: Ms V.Moore BEd (Hons), NPQH

v C of E Primary School Email: office@stjames.blackburn.sch.uk


https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-meals

GUIDE TO OUR APP
FOR PARENTS & CARERS

:(;;“:‘;w | ;v"—‘ '\w ',»\ il
SUHOUL WELO!

w;\’-\-‘
' aCCO! 5 g

ol
>4 J_v.,.t..

TAKE A LOOK §
AROUND ;

See all action items on Click these 3 lines to:
your dashboard - Switch between areas
- Edit your profile

- Logout
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book for each child
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Walking To and From
School Alone

From September 2023, children moving into Year 3 will not be
permitted to walk to and from school alone.

The roads around school are very busy at the start and end of
the school day so please make sure that your child is brought
to school and collected by an adult or responsible older sibling
from September.

Thank you for your co-operation!
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St. James’ Stars of the Week]

Well done everyone, we are very proud of you. Who will be receiving a
certificate next week?

Pre-School & Nursery

Halima L & Maryam H & Ibraheem P & Harir G
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* Please talk to

Fetesl Pre-Schad & NuMd&’

We have had a lovely first week back in your child
Pre-school and Nursery. It has been great about

to see so many of our Pre-school children ‘Charity’. This
arriving in the morning with big smiles on Is something
their faces. A big warm welcome to all our we will be
new starters too. This week we have been discussing as
learning each others names and developing e Ieartr:

new relationships. ‘rIT-]I%rr?/:stPUt

Receffww

: i + "PE day.is
We have had a fabulous first week in ,:riday_ymease
reception! We have been reading lots of 2%{}3 our ool
traditional tales and singing number songs. in their PE kit.

If you have any

We are learning to count forwards and i e e

backwards to 10. Children have been orholﬂ 3ne§ .
practising the daily routines and following S

anymore, we
aré looking for
donations for
our forest

school. "

the rules very well!
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Yearv |

"Welcome back to school. All the children have been
amazing this week and settled in extremely well. We
understand that change can be difficult and if you
have any concerns or questions, do not hesitate to
speak to a member of the Year 1 team. PE will be on
Tuesdays and Fridays. "
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"The children will be
given their reading books
on Friday. Please sign
%/our child’s dlar%/ once
hey have read their
book. They will be glven
a Phonics’book and a
book to enjloy. The
children will also be given
their first set of spellings;
Please help them practice
hroughout the week
ready for their daily
spelling tests. The scores
will be recorded in their
planner."
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Yearr 3

"We have loved seeing you all back happy
and healthy this Autumn Term! Our new
English text is 'Dear Greenpeace,' and the
children have been learning about how to
keep our world healthy. In Maths the
children have been looking at place value
and identifying the value of each digit in a
number. Everybody enjoyed becoming part
of the 'rock band,' and we hope to see many
of you sign up for additional music lessons.

Year Y

Year 4 have had a brilliant first week

back. In Maths we have been looking

at Place Value and we have started to
read 'Captain Underpants' in English.
Just a quick reminder that next week
will be PE on Monday as well as
Thursday.
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"PE day is a Wednesday,
so please come to school in
your PE kit. Alternate
Mondays (your class
teacher will remind you) we
will also be completing 30
minutes of PE, so you will
be required to come to
school in your PE Kit,
starting from the 11th
September. Each week we
will send out 6 Maths
questions, in your child's
homework book, linking to
the Maths topic in class.
Please complete weekly in
your books. Any questions,
please try and catch youf
class teacher at the gate at
the end of the day. "
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* Please ensure
children are

reading at least 3

times a week at
home and diaries
are being signed.
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"Please ensure reading

A huge welcome back to our fantastic Year diary’s are signed. If you

6 class! They children have worked have last years Art
exceptionally hard this week and have LR C IO (PIeG
produced some excellent writing! We are so FEL T 1 ) SEleie.

proud of you all! It has been wonderful to
see our new Head Boy, Head Girl and our
fantastic team of Prefécts be excellent role
models around school. Well done!
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PRAYER ..
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Dear God

We pray our school would be a place of great discovery,
adventure and creativity.

May it be a place where we love to learn and where we learn to
love, A place where every one is respected and all are deeply
valued. We ask you to help us through our school year

Amen

Follow the school on social media to
keep up to date on what is happening
in and around school!

Facebook: @StJamesCofEBlackburn
Twitter: @st blackburn

Please note that you don’t need to
have an account to view our social
media pages.

m St James’ Blackburn Headteacher: Mr D Stitcher BA (Hons), PGCE (Dist.), NPQH

Deputy Headteacher: Ms V.Moore BEd (Hons), NPQH

v C of E Primary School Email: office@stjames.blackburn.sch.uk


https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCofEBlackburn
https://twitter.com/st_blackburn

